
From: Jay Thoman <jthoman@williams.edu> Subject: Invitation to Convocation, 

Saturday September 7th Date: September 3, 2019 at 9:56:36 PM EDT To: 

STUDENTS-SENIOR@williams.edu  

Greetings to members of the Great Class of 2020,   

 

I invite you to participate in Fall Convocation, the ceremonial opening 
of the academic year. Seniors and faculty march in academic regalia, 
so please read to the end of this message for information on when 
and where to pick up your cap and gown.  

Details about the ceremony may be found on the Convocation 
website.  

Convocation takes place on the morning of Saturday, September 7, in 
Chapin Hall. The senior class lines up at 10:15 a.m. in caps and 
gowns, on the Route 2 sidewalk in front of the Faculty House. Chief 
Marshal and Dean Marlene Sandstrom is at the head of the line, by 
Park Street. Senior class marshals Nicholas Goldrosen and Morgan 
Whaley will organize two parallel lines. The procession steps off at 
10:40 am, and the one-hour ceremony starts around 11:00 am.  

Convocation celebrates the senior class, and its many 
accomplishments. Chaplains Valerie Bailey Fisher, Seth Wax, and 
Sharif Rosen open and close the ceremony. President Maud Mandel, 
and College Council Co-Presidents Elinor Sherman and Carlos 
Cabrera-Lomelí welcome the senior class. Benjamin Mygatt and 
Jeffrey Pearson perform violin duos. Vice President Steve Klass 
presents the Grosvenor Cup Award, and Dean Marlene Sandstrom 
introduces the seniors elected to Phi Beta Kappa at the end of their 
junior year. Bicentennial Medals are awarded to four distinguished 
alumni. Medalist Dr. Martin A. Samuels ’67 delivers the Convocation 
Address, “Invaders from Mars with Commentary from Robbie Burns”. 
Of course, we sing The Mountains to close the celebration.  

The 2019 Bicentennial Medalists are: Dr. Kiat W. Tan ’65 A globally 

recognized horticulturalist credited with transforming Singapore’s 
landscape, restoring the city’s Botanic Gardens and creating the 



horticultural attraction: Gardens by the Bay. Tan has been honored 
with a number of awards, including the Royal Horticultural Society’s 
Veitch Memorial Gold Medal for advancing the science and practice of 
horticulture.  

Dr. Martin A. Samuels ’67 Regarded as a master clinician, educator 

and diagnostician, Samuels is an internationally known neurologist, 
the founding chair emeritus of the department of neurology at Brigham 
and Women’s Hospital, and distinguished professor of neurology at 
Harvard Medical School, where he won the first Faculty Prize for 
Excellence in Teaching.  

Danielle Deane-Ryan ’97 As director of the Inclusive Clean Economy 

program at the Nathan Cummings Foundation, Deane- Ryan is 
working on one of the most challenging problems of our time—
developing solutions to the climate crisis that also address 
inequality— thereby advancing the foundation’s mission to “create a 
more just, vibrant, sustainable and democratic society.”  

Carina Vance Mafla ’99 As the Ecuadorian health minister, Vance led 

health system reform, facilitating the opening of 52 health centers and 
10 hospitals. As executive director for the South American Institute of 
Government in Health, she strove to elevate the role of governments 
in South America to improve universal access to healthcare for its 
citizens.  

PICK UP YOUR CAP AND GOWN  

The College supplies, free of charge, caps and gowns for all seniors. 
Seniors must show their college ID to get their cap and gown. If 
you are marching in Convocation, please go to The Williams 
Bookstore during one of the following times to pick up your cap and 
gown:  

Wednesday, September 4, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. Thursday, September 5, 
5:00 – 8:00 p.m. Friday, September 6, 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. Saturday, 
September 7, 9:00 – 10:00 a.m  

Academic tradition prescribes dark clothing for wear under the gowns. 



The tassel should be worn on the right-hand side.  

After the Convocation ceremony, you are invited to an all-campus 
picnic on Chapin Lawn. Seniors are encouraged to take off their caps 
and gowns and store them before eating. Seniors must hang onto 
their caps and gowns until Commencement. The college will 
charge a fee if you require another cap and gown in the spring.  

If you are not participating in Convocation, you will have an 
opportunity in June to pick up a cap and gown for Commencement.  

Cheers - Jay Thoman, College Marshal  

 


